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gaining ground, that the introduction of the new policy of iocal self-
government was being turned from its real purpose into a means of
shifting new burdens from the shoulders of Government to those of
local bodies without the transfer of equivalent revenue. In moving
the adoption of the report, Pherozeshah made a speech, masterly in
its exposition of the principles underlying the question, and in its
analysis of the obligations imposed on the Municipality by the Act.
It carried the day, in spite of Mr. Kirkham's able advocacy of the
Government view, and the proposition was passed by an over-
whelming majority.
The controversy was carried outside the Corporation, and the two
protagonists expounded in the newspapers the position they had
taken up. Pherozeshah's view was that Government had done very
little for primary education, when the liability was on their shoul-
ders alone, as was the case up to 1888. Now that it was a joint
responsibility, they had become very liberal in their ideas, and
wanted the Corporation to bear all sorts of burdens, which they
themselves were not willing to share. Mr. Kirkham's contention was
tfaat the obligation which rested upon the Municipality was statu-
tory, and had to be adequately discharged, irrespective of any other
consideration. In other words, municipal funds were to be saddled
with an ever-increasing burden, which Government themselves had
never shown a disposition to shoulder. That the Corporation was
saved from such an indefinite liability was mainly due to the skill,
resourcefulness and determination with which Pherozeshah stood up
far its rights in the-matter.
Another subject on which the Corporation joined issue with the
Government was with reference to the provision of a hospital for
infectious diseases. Government wrote to the Corporation asking
them to provide such a hospital, and in the event of failure to carry
om tbe requisition, threatened to use a * bludgeon' clause provided in
die Act of 1888, which empowered them to take the necessary steps,
tud to recover the cost from the Municipality in a court of law.
Wfarn this letter was placed before the Corporation, Pherozeshah,
to tBwiag that a committee be appointed to draft a reply, remarked
tfae manner in which the requisition had been made upon them
tfaat *ftf*e eatity talked of as Government was composed of